
Spaciology: Making 
Space for Life in All Its 
Forms



Wha· l¯ S¨acl���g×?
Spaciology is an open-source, living 
philosophy, movement, and practical toolkit. 
It invites individuals, organizations, and 
communities to reimagine transformation, 
belonging, and meaning through the lens of 
space4not as emptiness, but as a dynamic, 
relational, and generative field. At its heart is 
the adaptable framework of Space as 
Metaphor, which bridges theory and 
practice, connects inner and outer worlds, 
and draws from diverse traditions.



O¼« C�«e Phl��¯�¨h×

S¨ace a¯ Me·a¨h�«
Space is not a void. It is a field of possibility4
internal, shared, and external4where growth, 
healing, creativity, and connection happen. 
Making space is a practice, a strategy, and a 
worldview shift.

F�¼ldl·× a�d M�Ðe�e�·
Spaciology rejects boundaries and fixed 
categories. Instead, it emphasizes movement, 
flow, and the ongoing creation and recreation 
of meaning, identity, and relationship.

Re�a·l��a�l·×
Truth, knowledge, and transformation emerge 
in relationship4between people, between 
humans and the more-than-human world, 
and between traditions.

O¨e�-S�¼«ce Ada¨·abl�l·×
Space as Metaphor is freely remixable and 
co-creatable. Practitioners, educators, and 
communities are invited to adapt, expand, 
and attribute the framework in their own 
contexts.

Dec����la� a�d A�·l-He«�'¯ J�¼«�e× 
S·a�ce
Spaciology critiques the dominance of the 
linear, individualistic hero's journey and 
instead centers collective, ecological, and 
plural ways of becoming.

C¼«l�¯l·× a¯ C��¨a¯¯
The only non-negotiable is curiosity4an 
openness to not-knowing, to emergence, and 
to the unexpected.



H�Ñ S¨ace a¯ Me·a¨h�« W�«}¯
Space as Metaphor provides a flexible approach to transformation through four key 
dimensions:

F«a�eÑ�«}, N�· 
F�«�¼�a
Space as Metaphor is 
a living, breathing 
conceptual toolkit. It 
can be used to make 
space for 
understanding, for 
grief, for laughter, for 
new ideas, for silence, 
for dialogue, for 
healing, for chaos, for 
home.

B«ldgl�g I��e« 
a�d O¼·e«
The framework 
guides movement 
through internal 
space (self-reflection, 
somatic awareness), 
shared space 
(dialogue, 
relationship), and the 
field (systems, 
culture, ecology).

P«ac·lce a�d 
S·«a·eg×
Making space is both 
a daily practice 
(pausing, listening, 
inviting difference) 
and a strategic 
approach to complex 
challenges 
(ecological crisis, 
organizational 
change).

I�Ðl·a·l�� ·� C�-
C«ea·l��
Anyone can develop 
new practices, 
exercises, or prompts 
using Space as 
Metaphor, 
contributing to a 
growing, evolving 
community.



Visual and Conceptual Model
Imagine a flowing stream, river delta, or 
swirling cloud: Constantly moving, 
intersecting, and reshaping itself, with no 
fixed boundaries4only ever-changing 
currents and confluences. Movement 
through space is the core metaphor4no 
boundaries, only pathways, intersections, 
and open possibilities.



Practices and Applications
Making Space can mean:

Creating room for new perspectives, 
emotions, or stories.
Allowing for silence, rest, or grief.
Inviting difference and plurality, rather 
than enforcing consensus.
Designing physical, social, or 
organizational environments that foster 
openness and emergence.

EcoDialogues is our flagship application, but 
Spaciology is meant to inspire countless 
other programs, workshops, and practices.

Toolkit:

The framework encourages practitioners to 
develop their own exercises, prompts, and 
interventions4always with attribution and in 
the spirit of open-source co-creation.



Movement and Identity
Spaciology is a movement, a scholarly field, 
and a practical toolkit. It is for academics, 
practitioners, activists, educators, and the 
general public. The movement's identity is 
fluid, inclusive, and always in motion4never 
fixed or bounded.

Spaciology: 
Making Space 
for Life in All 
Its Forms



O¨e�-S�¼«ce E·h�¯ a�d A··«lb¼·l��
All materials are licensed under Creative 
Commons Attribution-ShareAlike (CC BY-SA 
4.0). Anyone can adapt, remix, and expand 
the framework, with attribution to Rev. Dr. 
Robert Levey as the originator of Space as 
Metaphor.



H�Ñ S¨ace a¯ Me·a¨h�« 
Fl·¯ Wl·hl� S¨acl���g×
Space as Metaphor is the living, breathing framework 
at the heart of Spaciology. It is the conceptual engine 
that powers the movement, the scholarly field, and the 
practical toolkit. It is both the method and the 
message: A way of seeing, being, and acting that is 
always open, always curious, always in motion. It is the 
invitation to make space4for everything that needs it, 
in every context, for every being.



Sample Practices and Prompts

For Individuals
Where in your life do you 
need more space? How 
can you create it?
What does it feel like to 
make space for grief, 
joy, or uncertainty?

For 
Groups/Organizations

How can we make 
space for all voices in 
this room?
What would it look like to 
design our workspaces 
as places of openness 
and emergence?

For Communities
How do our shared 
spaces reflect our 
values? Where is there 
room for new stories or 
histories?



Visual Model Example
Imagine a river delta: Tributaries (traditions, 
practices, disciplines) flow together, split, 
and rejoin, always moving, always changing. 
There are no hard boundaries4just currents, 
eddies, and open water. The delta is alive, 
generative, and always in flux.



J�l� ·he M�Ðe�e�·
Spaciology is an invitation. It is an open space for you 
to explore, adapt, and co-create. Whether you are an 
individual, a group, or a community, you are welcome 
to make space with us.



Contact Information
Contact: For more information, collaboration, 
or to connect your existing practices to the 
framework, please contact Rev. Dr. Robert 
Levey at rlevey@uymcharities.org.

All content is licensed under Creative 
Commons Attribution-ShareAlike (CC BY-SA 
4.0). Please attribute Space as Metaphor to 
Rev. Dr. Robert Levey.

mailto:rlevey@uymcharities.org

